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Clustnodau

The hefting instinct of a
mountain flock can add as
much as £8 per head + 10%
of the animal’s market value,
to the price of each sheep in
a hefted flock, when a farm
and its stock are sold. Not
surprisingly, it is therefore in
the interests of a farmer to
know which sheep belong to
his farm. Although flocks of
hefted sheep instinctively
use specific areas of the
open mountain, they can on
occasions stray from their
cynefin or mix with other
flocks when being moved or
collected.

It is for this reason, that
the simple but highly
effective system of
“clustnodau” (cut marks in
the ear) was developed and
has since been part of the

traditions of upland farmers
for generations. This unique
signature enables every
individual sheep to be
identified or more correctly,
to locate which farm they
come from.

In many mountain areas of
Wales, this traditional still
survives and so each upland
area has its own directory of
ear marks, enabling sheep
and upland farms to be
easily linked. As the
movement of sheep
becomes more controlled, a
national tagging system has
been introduced and so
sheep can have two
signatures, their traditional
ear cut marks and a coded
ear tag.
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