THREE QUESTIONS AND
AN ANSWER

An Address delivered in Glamorgan, July, 1928

By T. Alwyn Lloyd

THREE questions are frequently asked by those interested in

the Council’s work. They are these:

1. What ought we to preserve?

2. In what way is beauty being spoilt?

3.  What can be done?

A book might be written on this subject; but, fortunately, it is easy to
be brief.

1. WHAT WE OUGHT TO PRESERVE

All over these islands, until the coming of the Industrial Revolution
man conspired with nature to beautify the areas he occupied. The
cottages of Britain, the manor houses, the bridges, the winding ways
with their bordering trees, the villages and little towns, all grew as it
were out of the soil, having been created of local materials by local
craftsmen. The buildings showed details of structure distinctive of
their district, and each racial or political area of the country thus
possessed a recognisable individuality. In Wales this individuality
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is still very marked. Nothing lovelier in their way than the village groups, and the cottage types,
of the Vale of Glamorgan, for example, exist anywhere; and when such habitations, in the wilder
parts of Wales, are placed on the mountain-sides or overlooking ravines, the majesty of nature is

wedded to man-made beauty.

Incidentally, there are preserved to our time as part of this human activity structures of great
historical interest; and, critical actions in the history of the nation, and sites where the beauty of

nature, untouched by man, is most wonderfully displayed.

It will be conceded that this beauty and historical interest is widespread in our country; and that it
is worth preserving as a vitally important spiritual heritage; and that our appreciation of it largely

depends on the absence of things unseemly, disharmonious, or vulgar.

2. IN WHAT WAY IS BEAUTY BEING SPOILT?

The beauty and interest of our countryside is being lost to us as a result of many factors, the more

important of which are:

i.  Lack of appreciation of what is beautiful, resulting in thoughtless destruction or spoliation of

beautiful objects, trees and buildings, cliffs and mountain scenery.

ii. Lack of appreciation of the value to the nation of the Structures and sites which illustrate its
chequered history, and of the dwelling-places of its notable sons and daughters.







