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UPDATES

New Deputy Director Appointed

At the Council meeting on 26th June, CPRW’s Chairman, Morlais Owens, announced the appointment of Sioned Humphreys as the new Deputy Director.

Sioned had worked as a producer for the BBC for 7 years but during this last year changed direction and completed a Masters in Countryside Management at the University of Wales Bangor.  Her passion for rural Wales stems from her family upbringing firstly in Llanfyllin, Montgomeryshire, then on the family farm near Cardigan in Ceredigion.  Sioned, a fluent Welsh speaker, studied Geography at Bristol University before joining BBC Wales in Cardiff as a journalist; working for a wide variety of programmes including politics and current affairs.  During her time there                                         she got to report from a number of exciting locations worldwide.

Sioned said after her appointment:

“I care passionately for rural Wales and hope that this exciting role will enable me help make a difference – to campaign to get fair play for the rural environment of Wales whilst at the same protecting our unique and special landscapes for future generations.”

Sioned will start work on 1st September 2004 although she will be on the CPRW stands at the Royal Welsh and National Eisteddfod.  

CPRW Events at Royal Welsh Show

CPRW will be exhibiting (Stand No. CCA 798) in the Countryside Care Area of the Royal Welsh Show, which is celebrating its centenary this year.  Your are most welcome to visit the stand at any time but the following events have been arranged:

Monday 19th July
2.30pm
Launch of the Tree Planting Partnership in             




conjunction with The Woodland Trust.

Tuesday 20th July
2pm

Public launch of Michael Brace’s book,




The History of CPRW.

Wednesday 21st July
11am 

Celebrity launch of the CPRW “I care for 






Wales” campaign.

Thursday 22nd
July
2.30pm
A celebration of the Rural Wales Awards

In addition, there will be demonstrations every day, except Wednesday, of hedgerow basket and rope making by Susie Vaughan.

You are most welcome to attend any of the above events and to make the appropriate arrangements, please contact Carys Matthews (carys@cprw.org.uk) or Deb Wozencraft (deb@cprw.org.uk) at Head Office (01938 552525/556212) by Thursday 15th July.

National Eisteddfod

We will also be at the National Eisteddfod in Newport, South Wales which will be held between Saturday 31st July and Saturday 7th August and we will welcome visits to our stand.

If there are any Welsh speaking members willing to help out on our stand, please contact Deb Wozencraft at Head Office.  Equally, we would be delighted to hear from anyone, particularly Welsh learners who would be willing to assist the Welsh speakers on the stand.  

NEWS FROM THE BAY

Scarweather Sands

An announcement was made on 7th July that a Planning Decision Committee of the National Assembly has recommended that the Scarweather Sands off shore wind turbines be given the go-ahead.
At the Public Inquiry in November 2003, the first ever for a UK off-shore proposal, CPRW formed a coalition with the Ramblers’ Association, the Civic Trust, Porthcawl Town Council and a local action group and worked in tandem with Bridgend County Borough Council to resist the scheme.  
CPRW’s view was that this was a classic example of the right technology in the wrong place.  We felt that these turbines would mar a particularly attractive coastal area of Wales.  We said that they would be too close to the shore, opposite a sensitive coast and when facing into the setting sun would not offer adequate energy recompense for the views they would blight. 
What is particularly galling is that the Inspector agreed with these views and recommended that planning permission be refused saying in his report:

“The visual impact of a windfarm in the specific location of this proposal would be so prominent when viewed from Porthcawl and its immediate area that I consider that the harmful effects on this view are sufficient to outweigh the benefits of this particular proposal.”

A Planning Decision Committee, made up of four Assembly members, disagreed with the Inspector’s conclusion and have recommended that permission be granted.  A ‘notice of intention’ will be issued to all Assembly Members giving them 5 days to register dissatisfaction that the Order be made. This will be done after the Assembly’s Summer Recess. If at least 10 Assembly Members are dissatisfied, they may table a motion that the Order be not made and this would then have to be considered again by all Members.

We urge all our readers to lobby their Assembly Members to study the independent Inspector’s report and register their dissatisfaction when they receive this ‘notice of intention’.  Please send copies of any correspondence to Head Office.  
People, Places, Futures –The Wales Spatial Plan 

Sue Essex, Minister for Finance, Local Government and Public Services is rounding off the consultation process of the draft Wales Spatial Plan by holding a National Conference.  There are to be two events, one in the north and one in the south, to maximise accessibility.

The morning plenary session will report back on the consultation exercise and what this means for the content of the First Plan.  This will be followed by two workshop sessions in smaller groups to debate both national themes and regional area statements.  There will be opportunities to discuss issues of relevance to mid Wales at both conferences.  

Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004

The first new Planning Act for more than a decade received Royal Assent on 13th May 2004.  The Act will come into force in mid July.

Part 6 of the Act reforms the Welsh development plan system.  The basic pattern of the existing regime will be retained (unlike in England) but the plans themselves will be simpler, more concise than the present unitary development plans.

These local plans will focus on objectives for the use and development of land and will include general policies (with scope for more detailed policies in key localities).

Plan making procedures will be simplified and public participation increased.  These local plans will be required to have regard to the Wales Spatial Plan.

Part 7 ends Crown Immunity in the planning system and makes provision in relation to certain planning applications by or on behalf of the Crown and in respect of planning control in relation to the Crown in England, Wales and Scotland.

Part 8 contains a series of measures to reform the existing regime of Compulsory Purchase and make it easier for Planning Authorities to make a case for a Compulsory Purchase Order where it will be of economic, social or environmental benefit to the area. 

Delivering Better Development Plans for Wales Consultation 

The Welsh Assembly Government says it is firmly committed to reformed and re-energised development plans as a flagship of the Planning: delivering for Wales programme and is now consulting on the draft of  ‘Local Development Plans Wales’, the proposed national planning policy guidance for the new development plan system.

For the purposes of this consultation exercise, the proposed guidance is accompanied by:

· An Executive Summary of the proposals in “LDP Wales”

· A table comparing the earlier UDP system as set out in ‘Unitary Development Plan Wales, 2001’ and the proposed LDP system

· A set of consultation questions and

· A consultation draft outlining possible Transitional Arrangements (with table) which will comprise Annex A to the final version of “LDP Wales”.

The consultation document spells out the importance of community involvement, as well as speedy development plan preparation and review.  The document details the operation of the proposed new development plan system and the transition from the current unitary development plans system to the new style local development plans.

The current system of unitary development plans was introduced with local government reorganisation in 1996.  It is intended to commence the new system of local development plans from September 2005.  Development plans are intended to provide a firm basis for rational and consistent planning decisions and give everyone concerned with development in an area a measure of certainty about what kind of development will and will not be permitted.

The consultation period will close on 18th September 2004 but anyone wishing to contribute to CPRW’s response is asked to respond to Head Office by the end of August.  (See details on Page 14 of an Awareness Raising Event in north Wales.) 

The document is available electronically at www.wales.gov.uk/subiplanning/content/delivering/planning-e.htm
 “Tell me what you think about the environment”, says Carwyn Jones

Before the Welsh Assembly Government decides on the future of our environment, everyone in Wales is being asked to tell the Assembly what matters most to them.

A release on the Assembly’s website reads:

“The State of the Environment Report published in 2003, highlighted the need for an overarching Environment Strategy to provide a co-ordinated approach to the environment in Wales.

“The purpose of the Strategy is to establish a vision for the environment in Wales.  It is an opportunity to develop a coherent, long-term framework for the environment.  The Strategy will form a key part  of the Assembly Government’s programme for delivering sustainable development and provide a route-map through the many difficult choices we need to make to address global issues like climate change.  It also provides a mechanism for ensuring that the contribution a diverse and beautiful environment makes to Wales’ economic well-being and the quality of life of the people in Wales is recognised and enhanced.”

At a recent visit to Conwy, the Minister for Environment, Planning and Countryside, Carwyn Jones, urged people to contact the Assembly with their ideas as what should be included in the strategy.

“Whatever your wish for the future, whether it is something close to home or an issue with a global impact, I want you to help us decide what goes into our Environment Strategy.

“Write to us, e mail, or send your comments via our website.  I look forward to hearing all your ideas and assure you that all responses will be carefully considered”, he said.

Individuals’ comments should be sent to: Environment Strategy Team, Ty Cambria House, 29 Newport Road, Cardiff CF24 3AS envstrategy@wales.gsi.gov.uk or through visiting www.wales.gov.uk
If you wish to contribute to the CPRW response, please send your comments to Head Office.  There is no deadline given as yet but we will endeavour to give one in the next Branch Bulletin. 

The draft Environment Strategy will be published for public consultation in Summer 2005 and the final document is scheduled for publication in Autumn/Winter 2005.

The Minister has established a Reference Group, made up of key organisations                    with an interest in the environment, which will advise on the development of the Strategy.  CPRW’s Director, Peter Ogden, is a member of this Group as one of the Wales Environment Link representatives.  The Group met for the first time on 7th July.

Wales Rural Partnership – Rural Update Paper

Director, Peter Ogden, represents CPRW on the Wales Rural Partnership. A ‘Rural Update Paper’ had been prepared by Assembly staff for a recent meeting.  The following are extracts from that paper:

Environment, Planning and Countryside:

National Assembly for Wales endorsed the decisions taken to date on CAP reform – to adopt the historic model as the basis of the new CAP single Farm Payment from 2005, in the best interests of Wales and welsh farming and to decouple the new dairy payments and incorporate them into the single Farm Payment. Members also welcomed the fact that further decisions on the operational detail of the reforms would continue to be informed by extensive consultation. CAPM’s Data Confirmation exercise will commence before the Royal Welsh Show in early July.

Consultations on the operational detail of aspects of CAP reform including cross-compliance, National Reserve and National Envelope closed on 2nd June and consideration was being given to responses. The aim is to announce decisions in early July.
A consultation was launched on 30 April on the review of the Tir Mynydd scheme for 2006. The consultation closed on 25 June 2004.
Progress with Farming Connect remains good.  Changes to the grants scheme were announced in February to reflect the Welsh Assembly Government priorities to encourage a greater consideration of the farm environment and further enhance animal welfare.
The DEFRA-led consultation which sought the views of representative organisations about the future of the Horticulture Development Council (HDC) closed on 30 April.  The HDC, a levy funded body responsible for research and development on behalf of the horticulture industry including certain promotional activities, is subject to five yearly interviews. The review comprises an independent economic evaluation, consultation with representative organisations and a poll of growers. In parallel with this and as a consequence of the Haskins report in England, consideration is being given to a wider review of all levy boards. Any such wider review may well include the HDC.
Issue of Minerals Technical Advice Note (M TAN) 1: Aggregates:  


The first M TAN – Aggregates was published in March 2004. It contains a radical change to the way aggregates demand and supply are planned for in Wales and incorporates an assessment of environmental capacity to provide for a more sustainable supply in Wales.

What Kind of Countryside Do We Want? The final report of this research is currently being completed, with publication and a dissemination event expected in July.
(Ed.  Both CPRW’s Director and former Director have been involved in this research project.)

Essential Dwellings. This project is still ongoing.
Mid-term evaluation of the Rural Development Plan. The independent mid-term evaluation required by EU regulations was completed by Agra CEAS Ltd and submitted to the European Commission in December 2003. The Assembly is currently considering the recommendations and there will be a plenary debate on progress in implementing the RDP later this year. 
Economic Development and Transport:

Wales Employment – Employment in Wales has continued to rise in the 3 months to March 2004 above the UK average and showing an employment rate higher than the EU 15 countries outside the UK except for Denmark, Sweden and the Netherlands.
BT announced on 27 April a commitment to enable 135 exchanges to be commercially viable for broadband. This leaves 35 deemed non-viable at present. The Welsh Assembly Government will consider a range of options to address this.
 The five demonstration projects to promote environmentally friendly travel announced by Andrew Davies AM, Minister for Economic Development and Transport, have now started.  The five regional transport consortia in Wales – SWIFT, SWWITCH, TAITH, TIGER AND TraCC –submitted creative ideas for encouraging people to leave their cars at home and walk, cycle or use public transport. The Welsh Assembly Government is providing total funding of £250,000 to support these projects. (26 May)

In March the Assembly Government issued a consultation document to assess the potential for scheduled air services within Wales. The consultation set out various route options and made an assessment of the impact of implementing such a service. The consultation responses are being studied with a few to making a recommendation on a possible route.

The UK Government has published a draft Transport (Wales) Bill. Combined with the Assembly’s existing transport powers, the bill would provide for the first time a coherent statutory framework to allow the Welsh Assembly Government to implement its overall transport polices. It will include powers in the following areas:
· Statutory requirement to develop the transport network services and to prepare a Wales Transport Strategy.
· The power to create Joint Transport Authorities to discharge transport functions on a regional basis.
· Power of direction and guidance over the Strategic Rail Authority.
Review of National Parks in Wales

As reported in the last Branch Bulletin, the Review of National Parks in Wales has been completed but a formal statement from the Minister about the findings, expected in May, is still awaited.  He has, however, announced that he wishes extensive consultation to take place in respect of the draft version of the National Parks Action Plan.  CPRW will continue to seek involvement in this process.

Survey Reveals Strong Support for National Parks

Meanwhile a new national survey has revealed that 95% of Welsh people believe that National Parks are valuable assets worth protecting from unsympathetic development.  The new figures were released by the Welsh Association of National Park Authorities (ANPA) to mark the first National Parks’ Week (July 1-9).  

It has been announced that the New Forest is to become the UK’s 13th National Park, the first new National Park in almost fifty years.  The South Downs is currently being considered for National Park Status – if only the Cambrian Mountains were too!

National Park Movement “the greatest influence on landscape”

The National Park movement has been named as the greatest influence on the UK’s landscape in the last 75 years by the Landscape Institute, the chartered professional body for landscape architects, in their 75th Anniversary Members’ Awards.

The movement – including current and former National Park Authority members and staff, pressure groups and voluntary societies – was commended for its work in influencing the landscape and conserving the environment.   

ENVIRONMENT WATCH

CCW’s Spring to Life Campaign

In launching a new campaign, Roger Thomas, Chief Executive of the Countryside Council for Wales said recently:

“CCW is committed to playing the fullest possible part it can in tackling the huge environmental challenges facing Wales today, but to achieve this we have to widen the general approach to conservation.  This means that attention is not paid only to a few enclosed special sites, but to the whole living world of Wales.”

CCW’s ‘Spring to Life’ campaign aims to inspire people to make some lifestyle decisions that will help safeguard  the environment and re-connect people with nature. 

On the website www.ccw.gov.uk/springtolife there’s a taster of what people can do, as well as lots of different links to other websites and organisations who can help.

Roger Thomas will be contributing an article on the campaign to the Autumn edition of Rural Wales but in the meantime CPRW’s Director, Peter Ogden, hopes members and branches will become involved in this campaign and fly the CPRW flag in doing so.

Ospreys Have Landed

For the very first time, Ospreys have nested in Wales and RSPB Cymru have opened a viewing point located at Pont Croesor between Porthmadog and Beddgelert.  The viewpoint is the only safe place to view the birds and will be staffed daily by PSPB staff and volunteers from 10am to 5pm.  Visitors will be able to watch the ospreys through high-powered telescopes.                    

The ospreys incubated eggs and two chicks successfully hatched.  Unfortunately,   

due to harsh weather conditions, the nest collapsed and sadly, the chicks did not survive.

The viewpoint is on the B4410.  Visitors are advised to take the A487 north of Portmadog and turn right onto the A4908 at Tremadog.  Turn right onto the B4410 after about two and a half miles.  To help avoid congestion on this minor road you are asked to make the return journey on the B4410 to Garreg and onto the A4085.

Ecologists have been predicting that ospreys would eventually nest in Wales.  For some years now, pairs have been seen stopping off when migrating from Africa to Scotland as if they have checking out suitable habitats.  There may well be other pairs in Wales.  Watch this space!

Kites Flying High in Ceredigion

Over 100 years after the first red kite protection scheme began, a new initiative is being launched in central Wales that will enable visitors to get up close to these magnificent birds and find out more about them.

The RSPB and Forestry Commission Wales will bring the red kite story alive this summer at the FCW Nant yr Arian Visitor Centre.  Scores of red kites visit the centre at feeding times and during July and August visitors will be able to see these birds at close quarters.  In the summer, the red kites are fed daily at 3pm.  For more information, contact RSPB on 029 2035 3000 or email cymru@rspb.org.uk
This venture is part of the ‘Aren’t Welsh Birds Brilliant’ scheme co-ordinated by RSPB Cymru in partnership with Forestry Commission Wales, the Countryside Council for Wales and Enfys (part of the Green Spaces and Sustainable Communities programme of New Opportunities Fund) and is part-funded by the EU’s Objective One programme. 

Four Peregrine Chicks Hatch at Dare Valley Country Park  

Another ‘Aren’t Welsh Birds Brilliant’ project is at the Dare Valley Country Park where this season four peregrine chicks successfully hatched.

The peregrine family can be seen from a specially designed viewing platform set up by the project partners, Rhondda Cynon Taff County Council, South Wales Police, the Countryside Council for Wales and RSPB Cymru.

The project runs until the end of July.  Admission and car parking at Dare Valley Country Park are free.  The Visitor Centre is open each day from 9am to 7pm.  Further details from RSPB  on 029 2035 3000 or email cymru@rspb.org.uk
House Sparrow Top Bird of Wales

20,000 participants from Wales took place in this year’s Big Garden Birdwatch survey, RSPB Cymru has announced.  The house sparrow was the most abundant bird in Wales, with an average of nearly six birds appearing in each garden surveyed.  The starling came second and the blue tit flew in at number three. Although the sparrow  was the most abundant, surprisingly it was not the most widespread.  The blackbird was seen by 93% of participants whereas the house sparrow was seen in just 75% of gardens.

Wales’ ‘top ten’ most common birds in this year’s survey were: house sparrow, starling, blue tit, chaffinch, blackbird, great tit, greenfinch, robin, collared dove and jackdaw.  The magpie has dropped out of the Welsh top ten completely.

Farms in the Frame  

The RSPB launched its ‘Countryside Alive’ photographic competition earlier this year with the aim of encouraging everyone to appreciate and share their views of Britain’s wonderful farmland wildlife.

Participants are invited to submit a photograph in one of three categories for a chance of winning £200 worth of photography/optical equipment.  

The categories are:

· Bird portraits – wild birds of the fields and hedgerows

· The countryside alive – wildlife in the farming landscape

· The modern face of farming – farming challenges for the next generation.

In addition, professional photographers and under-18s are welcome to enter and will be judged separately.

The ‘Countryside Alive’ competition is free and the deadline for entries is 1st November 2004.  Every photograph should be accompanied by a completed entry form.  Details of the competition, including full rules and entry form, are available on www.rspb.org.uk/countryside/alive or by calling 029 2035 3000.  

Air Pollution Information  

The growing problem of air pollution and its effects on human and plant life has been detailed on a new website www.apis.ac.uk  You can search the site by location or by pollutant.  A search, for example, on toxic ozone reveals hotspots all over mid Wales and other rural areas down wind of large industrial areas.    

The Air Pollution Information System has been developed by the separate nature conservation agencies but is  a UK one-stop shop and will help assess the effects of air pollution.  It is expected to be of use to developers, local authorities and environmental groups, as well as to anyone concerned about  air pollution and its impact on health and the environment. 

 Hazardous Waste

On 16th July a Landfill Directive comes into force, which bans the ‘co-disposal’ of waste (the mixing of hazardous and non hazardous waste across England and Wales).   

At present it is relatively cheap and easy to dispose of hazardous waste at a local landfill site.  From 16th July this will become a significant and potentially costly challenge, according to Martin Brocklehurst, Head of Waste Strategy at the Environment Agency in an article in Environment Times.  He goes on to say that when the ban comes into force there will be just a dozen or so sites in England, and none in Wales, available commercially to receive hazardous waste compared to over 240 today.

DO YOU KNOW?

Awareness Raising Events

An Awareness Raising event is being planned in September for CPRW’s north Wales Branches.  One session will focus on the new development plan system as proposed in the consultation mentioned on page 6 and another session will focus on the effects of CAP reform on rural Wales.  Further information will be circulated when the details have been finalised.

Other Awareness Raising events are being arranged for mid and south Wales Branches.  The mid Wales event will concentrate on how the planning system can actually be more imaginative and innovative about the use of natural materials in the design and construction of buildings.  

Planning and Environment in North Wales – an Environmental Law Question Time

The Environmental Law Foundation are holding an Environmental Law Question Time with a panel of 3 solicitors plus Julian Rosser, Director of Friends of the Earth Cymru.

The event will be held between 5pm and 7pm on Tuesday 20th July 2004 at Bodafon Farm Park, Llandudno.  Admission is free, all are welcome, there is disabled access but registration is required.  To register, either call 020 7404 1030 or email info@elflaw.org 

Winston Churchill Travelling Fellowships 2005  

Each year the Winston Churchill Memorial Trust offers opportunities for British citizens to travel overseas to undertake study projects related to their trade, profession or particular interest.  Thus they widen their experience, make contacts abroad and bring back knowledge to the benefit of their work or community.

These ‘Chance of a Lifetime’ Travelling Fellowships are available to applicants of any age and from all walks of life, irrespective of academic or professional qualifications.

One of the categories for 2005 is ‘Conservation of the Built Environment’ and the Trust is keen to hear from Architects, Landscapers, Planners, Housing & Transport Officers, Builders and Real Estate Managers, Heritage Experts and others who are involved in the conservation of the Built Environment.

For further information, and details of the other categories, send SAE to the Trust at 15, Queen’s Gate Terrace, London SW7 5PR email office@wcmt.org.uk or visit the website www.wcmt.org.uk
Survey, Survey, Survey  
from Basking Sharks to Water Shrews

	Survey What?
	When?
	Who For?
	Further information from?

	Basking Sharks*
	Anytime
	Marine Conservation Society
	01989 566017 to report any sightings

or online at www.mcsuk.org

	Leatherback             Turtles*
	Anytime
	As above
	01348 875000

	Fanshells*
	Anytime
	As above
	Recording leaflet www.mscuk.org


	Jellyfish*


	Anytime
	As above
	Peter Richardson 01989 566017 peter@mcsuk.org

	Common Plants
	Surveyor decides
	Plantlife
	Leave message 01722 342755

enquiries@plantlife.org.uk
11 Rollerstone Street, Salisbury 

SP1 1DX

	Migrating Birds
	Summer
	British Trust for Ornithology
	www.bto/migwatch


	Water Shrew
	Any 2 weeks starting in July
	The Mammal Society
	020 7350 2200

surveys@mammal.org.uk
www.mammal.org.uk


	Any mammal
	July
	The Mammal Society
	As above

	Mammals on Roads - casualties
	If you are likely to drive at least 20 miles between July and September
	Mammals Trust UK
	020 7498 5262

www.mtuk.org
mor@mtuk.org
MTUK 15 Cloisters House

8 Battersea Park Road,

London SW8 4BG


*For free copies of the MCS Basking Shark/Turtle Watch sightings record card, the UK Turtle Cod, the MSC Basking Shark Watch summary report, UK Fanshell recording form, Jellyfish Survey form Tel. 01989 566017, visit www.mcsuk.org
or write MCS, Freepost HR391, Ross-on-Wye HR9 5ZZ

National Trust’s Young Writer Competition  

This year the National Trust and Young Writer magazine are running a competition for budding authors of under 18 on the theme of ‘stories’.  Tales of ghosts and murders, romances and scandals are one of the best ways of piecing history together.  To enter, candidates should visit a Trust house, garden or landscape and research its past.  Then they should write a story or poem of up to 800 words inspired by the place they have visited.  The two age categories are 7-11 and 12-18.  First prize is £500 in vouchers to spend on computer or camera equipment with two £100 and ten £20 runner-ups prizes.  Further details on www.nationaltrust.org.uk
Have You Been There, Done That?

Have you taken part in a survey, gone on a course, entered a competition, won a scholarship or whatever as a result of reading a CPRW Branch Bulletin?  If so, we would like to hear from you.  Any feedback is much appreciated.

Meetings of the Countryside Council for Wales

Details of CCW Council meetings in 2004:

12th July

Haverfordwest/Fishguard

13th September
Builth Wells

1st November

Wrexham

13th December

Bangor

Members of the public are welcome to attend and the meetings are expected to last just over 2 hours.  After the close of each meeting and following a short break, the Chairman, Chief Executive and Senior Officers will be available to answer questions on agenda items discussed.

Copies of the agenda are available a week before each scheduled meeting and can be obtained from CCW Head Office on 01248 385629, Fax 01248 385506 e-mail b.roberts@ccw.gov.uk .  You can request papers from selected agenda items in advance on the condition that they are kept confidential until the meeting.  Please let CCW know if you will be attending in order that they may make the necessary seating arrangements and have an adequate supply of the papers.

OUR NEWS

Elections at AGM and Co-option to Council
Morlais Owens was re-elected as Chairman at the AGM on 26th June but he gave notice that he would only serve for one more year.

Alun John Richards and Michael Skuse were re-elected members of Council.  

Eleanor James’ term of office, as one of CPRW’s two Vice-Chairmen came to an end, and she did not stand for re-election due to a recent spell of ill health.  No nominations were received and this position is now vacant.  

At the meeting of Council held earlier the same day, Brian Bigwood was co-opted to Council for a term of three years.

Review of Constitution
The CPRW Constitution and Standing Orders are being amended to bring them up-to-date with Charity law and good practice.  
The minimum amount of change possible is being made at this stage so Council and Branch Executive members can compare the current Constitution and Standing Orders with the proposed new ones.  Later, further changes will be necessary to rationalise what are rather unnecessarily complicated and cumbersome documents.
It was accepted at Council in March 2004 that the members of the Executive Committee are the “Charity Trustees” and are the body that the law and the Charity Commission holds accountable for the management and administration of the CPRW. 
The ‘Model Constitution for Branches’ also needs revising and this will be done shortly.  The Trust Deed will be re-written by Hunters who are charity solicitors and act for the Holding Trustees.  When the new Trust Deed is ready, it, together with the new Constitution, Standing Orders and Model Constitution for Branches, will be circulated to Council and Branch Executive members for comment.  
Meeting Dates

Meetings of Executive Committee normally take place on the 2nd Wednesday in February, May and September and the 1st Wednesday in November.  There is, however, a change to the date of this September’s meeting.

Normally, meetings of Council take place on the 2nd Saturday in March, the 4th Saturday in June (same day as the AGM) and the 3rd Saturday in November.

Therefore the dates for the remaining meetings in 2004 are:

Executive Committee:



Council:

Wednesday 15th September

Wednesday 3rd November


Saturday 20th November

Branch Cheques

Would Branch Treasurers please ensure that the words ‘Registered Charity’ appear on all cheques.   If the bank or building society cannot do this, send the books to Head Office and we will stamp and return them.  This is a legal requirement and these words must appear on any correspondence involving financial matters.
Agendas and Minutes of Branch Meetings

A reminder too that we should receive at Head Office all agendas and minutes of Branch meetings.  

Rural Wales Magazine



     Copy Date:

 Inserts to be received by:   Publication:

Autumn edition    23rd September        25th  October                   w/c 1st November

(There was an error with these dates in the last Branch Bulletin, so if you entered them in your diary then, please amend.)


A Reminder of our E.Mail Addresses:

General

info@cprw.org.uk
Peter Ogden

peter@cprw.org.uk   

Jenny Smith

jenny@cprw.org.uk
Deb Wozencraft
deb@cprw.org.uk
Carys Matthews
carys@cprw.org.uk
Geoff Sinclair

geoffrey.sinclair@virgin.net
Branch Bulletin by E.Mail?

Would you prefer to receive the Bulletin by e-mail?  If so, then please send us a message (if you have not already done so).

CPRW, Teq \O(y,^) Gwyn, 31 High Street, Welshpool, Powys, SY21 7YD
Tel: 01938 552525/556212  Fax: 01938 552741

E mail:  info@cprw.org.uk       web site:  www.cprw.org.uk
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