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Supplementary Manifesto briefing   

October 2010

Local procurement in rural Wales

1. Context

1.1
Promoting sustainable approaches to development and well being is a cross cutting theme in all Assembly Government policy. CPRW believes these guiding principles should apply to all parts of Wales and to all aspects of life. Rural areas should be no exception and certainly not disadvantaged simply because the provision of goods and services is either more problematic or expensive.  This should certainly not be the case in respect of local procurement of goods and services; especially food.

1.2      Having just lived through an era of abundant and cheap fossil fuel, coupled with increasing globalisation, it has become clear how dependent we have become on cheap and readily available food produced far outside our immediate environs. The food distribution network that has developed to serve these circumstances has led to a consolidation of fewer and more remote distribution centres servicing distant purpose built supermarkets, often in locations out of traditional town centres. As a consequence, most local food networks have become redundant, outlets replaced and the traditional rural skills needed to produce food locally. have been lost. 

1.3
As we enter a period of substantial change with increasing fuel costs, reduced public spending and a realisation that the consequences of climate change and carbon reduction need to be taken more seriously, CPRW recognises the urgent need to rethink how we meet these challenges and the role that rural Wales must play in this context. If nothing else CPRW believes that life in rural communities must become more resilient to exterior shocks, increasingly self reliant, supported in rebuilding previous networks and skill bases whilst also being given opportunities to establish new ones. CPRW therefore advocates that your Party introduces measures to enable rural communities to become more self supporting and produce more locally for themselves.

1.4     CPRW believes that with a little imagination, the current vicious circle of decline in rural areas can be turned into a virtuous circle of mutual benefit. Many of the solutions needed to create this change will be locally specific and emerge over time. The best place to start this change is through public purchasing and procurement, sourcing local goods and products from local services. This will build on and consolidate the excellent progress already made by some public bodies, and help deliver one of WAG’s One Wales priorities in its Local Sourcing Action Plan. 

1.5    The challenge is therefore to change current mindsets from a complete dependency on exterior market forces to promoting more resilient and self-reliant local action. Such a strategy will revitalise local production and marketing, minimise food miles, reduce rural communities’ carbon footprints and their dependence on scarce and expensive fossil fuel.
1.6     This virtuous circle of mutual benefit will also generate new opportunities to:

· Improve the availability of fresh and organic produce, as farmers faced with increasingly scarce and expensive fossil fuel and depleted phosphate reserves adapt to the new circumstances. In so doing Government will need to reorientate any available assistance to the agricultural industry to recognise this new paradigm.

· Extend the growing season and experiment with new techniques to develop more resilient plant and animal varieties as our climate changes.

· Increase biodiversity and ecosystems goods and services and as a greater range of crops are grown, create local native seed and stock banks.

· Increase community connection with the traditions and heritage of their local landscapes and native varieties of plants and animals as they are re-introduced and old practices become relevant again.

· Develop new programmes of training that embed both old and new skills in rural communities thereby increasing rural employment as more people will be needed to produce, process, distribute and sell local food. 

· Revitalise rural retail outlets and improve the viability of other local services such as Post offices, pubs and village halls and Local Exchange Trading Systems. Outmoded planning, highway, fiscal and environmental health codes will need to be relaxed or rewritten to allow for increased multiple use of existing buildings and public spaces. Codes designed for the urban and suburban requirements of our recent past will also need to be revised as they will be inappropriate resilient rural communities.

1.7
In rising to these challenges, the consequences of these new approaches will need to be considered carefully to ensure that there is sensitive provision of:

· New and affordable homes in the countryside to house the additional workers needed to produce local, low petrochemical input food.

· Additional non motorised travel corridors to connect rural communities or more likely a need to generate public acceptance of the reallocation of road space from motor vehicles to cyclists and other forms of non fossil fuel transportation. 

· Local and smaller scale slaughtering and processing facilities.

· Sensitively located additional indoor growing spaces such as polytunnels or plastic covered ground, to extend growing seasons.

· More locally derived community and farm scale renewable energy sources coupled with more effective means of distributing this energy locally. 

1.8
Rural areas throughout Wales have the capacity and abilities to meet these challenges and show their sustainable credentials, given the opportunity and the encouragement by decision makers to promote local action on a relevant scale and in a more self supporting manner. 

CPRW believes that your Party must give the rural areas of Wales this chance.
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